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desired me to look it over, which I did, and found it a very
scurvy piece.  The reason I tell you so, is because it was
done by your parson Slap, Scrap, Flap> (what d'ye call
him)  Trap, your chancellor's chaplain.    'Tis called A
Character of the present set of Whigs, and is going to be
printed,6 and no doubt the author will take care to produce
it in Ireland.  Dr. Freind was with me, and pulled out a
two-penny pamphlet just published, called, The State of
Wit? giving a character of all the papers that have come
out of late. The author seems to be a Whig, yet he speaks
very highly of a paper called the Examiner^ and says the
supposed author of it is Dr. Swift. But above all things
he praises the Tatlers and Spectators \ and I believe Steele
and Addison were privy to the printing of it.   Thus is one
treated by these impudent dogs. And that villain Curl has
scraped up some trash, and calls it Dr. Swift's miscellanies,8
with the name at large: and I can get no satisfaction of
him.  Nay, Mr. Harley told me he had read it, and only
laughed at me before lord keeper, and the rest.  Since I
came home I have been sitting with the prolocutor, dean
Atterbury, who is my neighbour over the way; but gener-
ally keeps in town with his convocation.  'Tis late, &c.
* Joseph Trapp, p. I $8 n.IZ The Character and Principles of the Present
Set of Whigs. . . . London: Printed for John Morpkew, . . . 1711. 8vo,
pp. 48.
7 The Present State of Wit In a Letter to a Friend in the Country. This
pamphlet, dated 3 May 1711, and signed *J. G.% was probably written by
John Gay. It is of value for the light it throws on the periodicals of the
time. Swift is named as the 'reputed author* of The Examiner. The
pamphlet has been reprinted in editions of Swift's Works (Nichols, iSor,
zviii. 27-43 5 Scott> l8l4> i- *Iff-3viiJ, and in Arber's English Garner}.
8 Swift's Miscellanies in Prose and Ferse, published by Morphew,
appeared at the end of Feb. 1711 (pp. 62, 203). Edmund Curll, 1675-
1747, the piratical bookseller, brought out, probably in April, at the price
of one shilling, Miscellanies iy Dr. Jonathan Smift, a made-up volume
consisting of the previously published Meditation upon a Broom-Stick,
1710, with a 'Complete Key to the Tak of a Tub', and other matter
prefixed. See also Poems, p. 394 n., et passim \ and The Unspe*k*&lt
Curll, Ralph Straus, 1927.
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